
Morocco  

1st November 2014  ς 8th November2014 

Costs 

My flights with Easyjet cost £104, I only had hand luggage. Hold baggage would have cost 

another £70! Car hire was around £120 ς this included extra insurance to reduce the 

excess. The car was a Suzuki Alto, this was fine for the roads and mostly fine on the rough, 

gravel roads but not deep sand! Hotels cost around 75-150dh a night, just under a tenner to 

just over. The total spend including flights, car hire, petrol, hotels, food etc was £420.  

No hotels were booked in advance, I found hotels easily in all places ς I did have a Lonely 

Planet so I had an idea of potential places in different areas though.  

Books 

I used the two Gosney guides: Finding birds in Morocco: the deserts and Finding birds in 

aƻǊǊƻŎŎƻΥ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ L ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ .ŜǊƎƛŜǊΩǎ: A birdwatchers guide to Morocco. 

Both were used but the Gosney guides were more detailed with more specific instructions. 

Bergier does give info about hotels in the area but the guide is quite a few years old so out 

of date in terms of accommodation recommendations. I also used the Lonely Planet 

Morocco guide for accommodation and other general tourist information.   

Driving 

Driving was fun especially around Oukaimeden and over the Tiz n Tez pass. Roads were 

good on the whole, the odd pot hole meant you had to keep your wits about you though. 



Barring the annoying incident with the police there were no issues with driving though 

towns and cities could be busy and hectic. 

 

Saturday 1st November 

Arrived at airport around 19.30 and shared a taxi into town, this cost 40dh after some 

bargaining, only 10dh more than the bus which I had just missed.  Found a cheap hotel 

(100dh) before a quick exploration of Marrakesk and then bed. 

 

Sunday 2nd November 

I collected the car from airport around 8.30 and after paperwork etc. was leaving around 

9.00 and I decided my first stop would be Oukaimeden. A few stops on the way to the top 

provided views of European Kestrel, Raven and a large flock of Serin plus some 

Greenfinches. At each stop someone appeared trying to sell me fossils etc. They were 

friendly but very persistent. Driving up to the top there was in the distance a huge  mixed 

flock of at least 250 Alpine Chough and Chough. At the top there was a small reservoir. 

Around here there were Moroccan Wagtails, Serins and Linnets. There were also a lot of 

Chough on the turf feeding. There was no snow apart from at the top of the distant peaks ς 

ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ōode well for finding the target ς Crimson Winged Finch. On the grassy plains 

were several Seebohms Wheatears.  

 



I parked at the large car park at the end of the track and then walked for maybe 2km along 

the track. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ birds ς however after careful scanning of the flat, 

grassy plain on the left of the path I came across several Crimson Winged Finches ς result. 

Along with these were several Seebohms Wheatears.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The weather then closed in, first light drizzle, then rain and then pretty heavy hail. I headed 

back to the car, had some lunch in a restaurant and drove back down. I made various stops 

on the way down. Around 5 km from the top I found a track leading into some pine wood, 

here was masses of Song Thrush, Ultramine Tit, Coal Tit and Blackbirds. No sign of any 

[ŜǾŀƛƭƭŀƴǘΩǎ ²ƻƻŘǇŜŎƪŜǊǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ aȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ Ǉƭŀƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛȊ-n-Tez pass and 

make it to Taroudant by evening. At the start of the pass though heavy rain had caused a 

mini-landslide and I had to turn back and find accommodation as it was starting to get dark. 

This was a blessing in disguise as I found a lovely Bed and Breakfast in Ouirgane and had 

time to properly enjoy the pass the next day. 

 

Monday 3rd November 

I set off in the morning and back tracked to ǘƘŜ Ψ!ǎƴƛ фƪƳΩ όDƻǎƴŜȅ Coast and Mountains 

ǇƎΦ нфύ ƳŀǊƪŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ¢ǊƛǎǘŀƳΩǎ ²ŀǊōƭŜǊΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ search was fruitless, I 

searched for half an hour, had a good walk around but no luck. I then carried along the road 

back towards the pass and stopped at the reservoir at Ouirgane. You can get a fairly good 

view from stopping by the side of the road. There were loads of African Chaffinches around 

and a Kingfisher and several Moroccan Wagtails. The scenery was starting to get good as 

Figure 1 Terrible photo through scope of Crimson winged Finches 



the road climbed. A stop at the side of the road proved really productive with Black 

Wheatear, House Bunting, Common Bulbul, Willow Warbler, Blackcap and Greenfinch. 

Figure 2 Starting the Tiz n Tez pass 

Figure 3 Black Wheatear by road on Tiz n Tez 



Descending at the other side of pass I entered the Sous Valley, there were various sites here 

to stop at . The first stop was Tafingoult  - described in both Gosney and Bergier. Here is an 

area of Argan habitat. Some good species here: Southern Grey Shrike, Western Orphean 

Warbler, Moussiers Redstart and Sardinan Warbler, Gosney suggests the football pitch is 

the best area, I found a decent walk around the whole area was pretty productive with no 

one best place.  

Next site was the village of Ait Igasse (Gosney Deserts page 26 site 3). Here there are fields, 

orange groves and a small wadi. Walking around gave views of lots of Crested Larks, these 

of the race riganbachi are quite different looking to those found in Southern Europe, with a 

much paler plumage and a longer bill. There was also a large flock of Spanish Sparrow here. 

A black winged Kite also gave good views hovering over some nearby fields.  

It was now late afternoon and I drove onto Inezgane ς this is just south of Agadir, I stayed 

at the Hagounia Hotel, which at 148dh was perfectly acceptable. There are lots of cafes and 

restaurants nearby with cheap food and a car park for people staying at the hotel. This area 

is also slightly nearer the Sous Massa nature reserve ς this is where I would visiting 

tomorrow. 

 

Tuesday 4th November 

I arrived at the Oued Souss around 8.30. Before the final car park the road runs parallel to 

the estuary and stopping along here and walking up to path gives an excellent view of the 

estuary. Here were masses of Greater Flamingo, Black winged Stilt, Black tailed Godwits etc. 

A huge selection of waders were on display. There were also lots of Common Bulbul, 

Sardinian Warbler, Thelka Larks and Moroccan Magpies on show. Further towards the 

mouth were a range of gulls: Black headed, Mediterranean, Audouins, Yellow legged, Lesser 

black backed and Slender billed. I parked at the car park near the guard checkpoint and 

walked along the path, in the bushes were many Serins, Sardinan Warlbers, more Magpies 

and much closer views of the gulls.  



A guard on a quad bike then 

approached and asked a range of 

questions, presumably trying to find 

a way to get some cash from me. He 

initially said I needed to pay to take 

pictures, my camera however was in 

my bag and I told him that my 

ǘŜƭŜǎŎƻǇŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ. He 

then asked who gave me permission 

to be here, I said that I had been 

before and never had a problem ς I 

ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ 

thing to say. He then said that 

ornithologists need to buy a permit, 

but he seemed to change his mind 

when I told him I was an amateur 

birdwatcher.  Eventually he wished me a good day, shook my hand and was on his way. 

 I am more than happy to pay entrance fees (if they exist) that go towards the up keep of 

nature reserves but I resent simply giving money to people who fool tourists into thinking 

they need to pay.  

Driving back later an Osprey was perched 

on the electricity pylons on the other side 

of the river. I then drove around 40 km 

south to the Oued Massa. Again entering 

the reserve some people stopped my car 

and claimed to be guides and that I 

needed to hire them to see the birds. I 

think as long as you are polite and act 

confidently and tell them you know what 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΦ L 

pulled over by the side of the road as it 

runs next to the river. I had an excellent 

view of a kingfisher perched on a tree 

and lots of bulbuls around. Another local 

approached and said he would show me 

.ŀƭŘ LōƛǎΣ L ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ 

Tamri so I thought it best to use some 

Figure 4 Moussier's Redstarts fairly common around Oued Massa area 

Figure 5 One of several Ospreys seen in the week 


